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Christ the King, B 2018 
Dcn. Pat Hall 
Homilies are to help break open the written Word, the revelation of God.  
Please read first the readings of the day:   
DANIEL 7:13-14;  REVELATION 1:5-8; JOHN 18:33B-37  
 

 
In its core document, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Committee for Religious Liberty urged that the Solemnity of Christ the King, a 
feast born out of resistance to incursions against religious liberty, be a day 
specifically employed to preach about religious liberty. 
 
The USCCB further explained that Pope Pius XI instituted this feast in 1925 to 
respond to growing secularism.   
He recognized that attempting to "thrust Jesus Christ and his holy law" out of 
public life would result in continuing discord among people and nations. 
Today reminds us that while governments come and go, Christ reigns as King 
forever. 
 
During the early twentieth century, in Mexico, Russia, and in many parts of 
Europe, atheistic regimes threatened not just the Catholic Church and its 
faithful but civilization itself.  
Pope Pius XI gave Catholics hope and the assurance that Christ the King shall 
reign forever.  
 
The US Bishops further say to us that [today], the Church faces pressures 
from without and crisis from within.   
In addition to the challenges that Christians in a secular society must 
confront, the body of Christ must also tend to the wounds inflicted on the 
Church by priests and bishops who either committed acts of sexual abuse 
themselves or failed to respond to abuse with justice when they had the 
opportunity.   
 
Pope Pius XI reminds the faithful that Christ reigns as king of the entire world 
forever.   
The US Bishops ask us to rededicate ourselves in acknowledging the reign of 
Jesus Christ and his Sacred Heart in every aspect of our lives.    
 
It is with that hope and encouragement that we come here today…  
come here today to hear… to hear and open our hearts… to be fed and be sent.   
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Revelation/1:5
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/john/18:33
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Revelation/1:5
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/john/18:33
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We heard of visions in Daniel of One like the Son of Man coming on the clouds 
of heaven to receive dominion, glory and kingship.   
Our repeated psalm response was, “The Lord is King; he is robed in majesty.”  
Revelation told us to Behold, he is coming amid the clouds proclaiming that he 
is the one who is and who was and who is to come, the almighty.   
And in John we heard from Jesus, standing before Pilate in the trial for his life, 
“My kingdom does not belong to this world.  My kingdom is not here.  For this I 
was born and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.” 
 
This proclamation of the Word of God deserves to be accompanied by the 
grandest music we could provide with trumpets, horns and timpani. 
And yet with these grand and cosmic images, what is the truth of which Jesus 
speaks, this truth of his kingdom?   
Why all of this grandeur?   
 
It is not because Jesus desires praise and glory.   
After the feeding of the 5000 when the crowds wanted to take him away and 
make him king, he slipped quietly away.   
If Jesus wanted to be that kind of king, he could have had his heavenly legions 
come to protect him from Pilate, the crowds and Calvary.   
 
So, if it wasn’t about the grandeur, what is his kingship about? 
 
It is about you.   
Jesus came as our king to rescue us from slavery, from death and from sin. 
 
Our Collect prayer with which we started Mass says it so succinctly: 
 
Almighty ever-living God, whose will is to restore all things in your beloved Son, 
the King of the universe, grant, we pray, that the whole creation, set free from 
slavery, may render your majesty service and ceaselessly proclaim your praise. 
 
Set free from slavery. 
 
We are slaves to death and sin.   
It is only through the truth of Jesus Christ that we can find freedom,  
that we can choose to love. 
 
The first step in accepting Christ as our King and Savior is to acknowledge 
from what are we being saved. 
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I had an interesting conversation with one of our altar boys this morning after 
Mass.   
We were holding the church door open for a couple of people who were 
bringing in some supplies.   
The couple was engaged in an earnest conversation and so we were 
continuing to hold the door open.   
It was a bit chilly, donchaknow.   
 
Well, he started to show the physical signs of impatience and agitation—the 
same thing I was feeling inside, but hoping was not so apparent.   
Recognizing a brother impatient, I offered that when I was in situations like 
this, I tried to think of that prayer that I had wanted to say later in the day and 
to pray it now, thus filling the time I was feeling impatient.   
 
He took the advice in good spirit, but I had to confess further to him that I’ve 
been trying to practice this for years, nay, decades, and I wonder at myself 
how hard it is to change habits and improve one’s disposition.   
I wonder how many decades, nay years, the Lord is going to give me to get it 
right.  It is as if I am a slave to my impatient disposition. 
 
Who can help me?    
My king.    
The king of all creation.   
It is he who can free me to love, to be patient in love… for the other…  
and for love of God. 
 
Jesus is King so that he can free you. 
 
To what are you a slave?   
To what are you bound?   
From what do you wish to be free? 
 
Go to Jesus.   
Lay it at his feet.   
Come here to his table and be nourished by the King of creation.   
Become one with your king and be free. 
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